Penson School Parent Council Meeting
Date: September 15, 2010 7:00PM
In Attendance: 
Christine Schlief, Donna Smith, Tanya Frith, Roxanne Gulick, Don MacAskill, Trina Wright, Cindy Huber, Carmon Williams, Rebecca Walker, Shanly Armstrong, Christina Shaw, Christina Golnick, Jody Kettyle, Kathryn Sooerholm-Martell and Tabitha Dahl-Smith.   
1. The meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM. 
2. Parent Council Positions for the 2010-2011 school year
i. President- Roxanne Gulick

ii. Vice- President- Trina Wright

iii. Secretary/Treasurer- Tanya Frith
3. The minutes from the May meeting were made available to read; as well Roxanne explained minutes are available on the school website as well as in the school office.  If anyone finds any errors etc. please contact either Roxanne or Tanya Frith.
3.
School Trustee Report- Christine Schlief

a.) Student Numbers
The final numbers aren’t in yet, but so far the schools in our district seem to have higher numbers than what was estimated.

b.) Funding

Over the summer the government came up with the extra dollars to cover the increase to wages however, we are still in a deficit, primarily in the transportation department.

c.) Policy of the Month

Is available on the school board website. 

d.) Board News and Events

Is available on the school board website.

e.) Bus Advisories

This is updated daily to update parents/students when the busses are cancelled for whatever reason.  Also, it will be announced on the radio stations and the bus driver will call.  

f.) Election Year

This is election year and Christine announced she is will be running again.  If there is anyone else interested in running for School Board Trustee she explained the packages are available at the school board office.  

g.) “Raising Children Website”

There is a link from our school board website leading to this website.  She encourages all to check it out as it has resources for parents, teachers and students.

h.) Video-conferencing

There are video-conferencing sessions available for parent councils for professional development.

i.) Upcoming

· The School Act has been reopened for possible changes.

· Teachers contracts are up for renewal in 2012.  Discussions have already began.  PWSB supports LOCAL bargaining.  

      4. Principal's Report- Don MacAskill
a.) Nutrition Policy
- The first meeting will be held September 23rd at 4PM.  All parents are welcome to attend.

- Store policy was explained and handout was made available to read


- Grade 7-9 can go to store on Fridays only


- Certain food products are banned

- Menu changes to canteen

- The pop machine is nearly out of pop.  It will now be stocked with juice, water, possibly flavoured water and “milk to go”. (Depending on milk program go ahead and practicality.)

- Milk Program has been cancelled at this point, as milk people are no longer willing to deliver milk to Grovedale.  Roxanne Gulick volunteered to research into this and find a new supplier etc.  

b.) Dare To Care

At this seminar last year it was encouraged for the school to develop a “Code of Conduct” or “Creed”.  Don passed out a draft and is looking for suggestions.

c.) Class Configurations

Don went over class sizes and discssued how an extra 0.2 teacher would be such a benefit especially in our grade 4/5 class which has 27 students.

d.) Lockdown Procedure/Fire Drills

These will begin very soon.  There was a discussion regarding how to ensure RCMP notify the school if there is anything going on in the community that could pose a risk to students.

e.) Music lessons

At a recent staff meeting it was suggested that music lessons (piano/voice/guitar) be offered at our school after school.  Don asked council if they would be  interested in researching/organizing this.  Trina Wright volunteered to write up a questionnaire to parents to see if there is any interest on their part.  
f.) Cameras

At a recent staff meeting staff asked Don if parent council would purchase 8 cameras and 1 HD video camera for the school.  Parent Council agreed however, is going to ask parents for donations of Cameras (their old ones) first as it is believed we can get enough that way and spend more on the video camera.  Trina Wright will add that to her questionnaire regarding music lessons.  It will also be on the next school newsletter.

g.) Terry Fox Run and Meet the Teacher Night is September 24th.  There will be a barbeque from 4-6PM and a draw for free school fees!

5. Open Discussion

a.) It was asked where the $35 000 comes from for the 1600hours of TA time needed. Don explained from the site budget.

b.) Bingos and Casinos were discussed.  The discussion centred around wheather doing a casino every two years would be better than 7 or so bingos per year.  The volunteer issue remains the problem.  How to recruit more?????

c.) There will be baby sitting at the next parent council meeting and parent council will pay the bill.

d.) Roxanne would like to decrease the open discussion section of the meetings, and would like to encourage parents to either email or call her prior to the meeting to have your issue/idea added to the agenda.
e.) Playschool will likely not be offered again this year, due to the fact that kindergarten is utilizing the room 100% of the time this year.  Don offered the playschool a different classroom in the school however, it may not be practical to reoufit that room etc.

f.) Picnic tables- Roxanne is waiting for Atco to survey and then get volunteers to install them.

g.) Fundraising meetings will be held at 6:30PM prior to all Parent Council meetings.  Parent Council meeting are held the third Wednesday of each month with the exception of December and June.

Meeting adjourned 8:30 PM 

Next meeting on Oct 20, 2010 at 7:00PM
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