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December 10, 2009 
Dates to Remember 
 

Thurs. Jan 21, 2010 
Next Regular Board 
Meeting starts at  
10:30 AM 
 

Tues. March 30, 2010 
Next Joint School 
Board/School Councils 
Meeting Location TBA 
 

School Improvement 
Plan (SIP) 
Mrs. Joan Coy, 
Principal, presented the 
School Improvement 
Plan for PAVE 
 

Eaglesham Music 
Students  
Ms. Blois’ music 
students performed a 
selection of Christmas 
Carols for the Board.  
 
 

Policies GBAA & GBAC 

Policy GBAA (Hiring of 
School Board Members 
within the School 
System) and Policy 
GBAC (Non-Certificated 
Staff Employment) were 
rescinded. 

 Some of the Board discussions included: 

 Various financial matters were approved, including the 

Borrowing By-Law, contracting  banking services, updating 

electricity contracts and a proposal for audits. 

 The Board was updated on how the government is planning to 

handle the recommendations from Setting the Direction.  See 

the government web page for more information: 

(http://education.alberta.ca/department/ipr/settingthedirection.aspx) 

 An international travel request from Hythe Regional School 

was approved in principle.  

 Early Child Development mapping project will be starting in 

the New Year. 

 The annual Information Technology Report was presented.  

Internet and eLearning Resource for parents are available on 

the PWSD web page under Resources:  
http://www.pwsd76.ab.ca/Resources/elearning/Pages/default.aspx  

 Jason Chamakese shared his message of open-mindedness, 

cultural awareness and acceptance through the music of the 

Native American flute.  Jason performed for many of our 

schools as part of our FNMI (First Nations Métis Inuit) 

program. 

 Changes to Policy GGG – Non Certificated Staff were 

approved, updating salary grids. 

BUS CANCELLATIONS 

How do we reach a decision to close down all/or any of our District bus routes? 

During times of inclement weather, the Director of Transportation in the southern area of Peace 

Wapiti School Division, and a Transportation Supervisor located in the northern area of Peace 

Wapiti are on call.  Between 4:00 a.m. and 4:30 a.m. they are in contact with a local highway 

maintenance company. If they feel possible road issues are developing in their area, these 

employees are on the road by 4:30 a.m.  and over the course of the next two hours, they drive 

across Peace Wapiti School District on primary and secondary highways. They discuss the road 

conditions with the maintenance contractors in their area to identify road concerns.  They cover 

approximately 150 to 200 kilometers each and during this time will perform braking tests etc to 

determine skid conditions.   Our first concern is our primary highways as they have the highest 

levels of traffic and thus the greatest potential for bringing serious harm to our students. At about 
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6:00 a.m. the Director of Transportation will contact the Superintendent to discuss the road 

conditions and at that time a decision to close down all District buses or just buses within a 

certain area of the District is made. Once this decision is made, local radio stations are contacted. 

However, the reality is our District is the size of Wales (five times the size of PEI).  It is very 

possible that we will have acceptable roads in one area and unacceptable roads in another area.  It 

is for that reason each bus driver has the authority to cancel his/her route. 

How does a bus driver reach a decision to close down his/her bus routes? 

Each bus driver has the authority to close down his/her route.  The bus driver will make a 

reasonable attempt to run their route but if after such an attempt, they feel that road conditions 

are unsafe, they will cancel their route.  In doing so, they will notify the Director of 

Transportation so that local radio stations are notified and they will also make reasonable 

attempts to contact the parents of the students who ride their bus. It is for this reason that current 

phone numbers are essential. In the event that our bus drivers are unable to contact the parents of 

a small child they will take the necessary steps to ensure that the child is not left unsupervised.  

Our bus drivers are dedicated employees who believe in the value of our schools and the safety 

of students.   If they have chosen to shut down their route, it will be with good reason. Please 

work with us to support them in a very difficult decision. 

What if the parent feels the route is unsafe?  

Peace Wapiti leaves the final say to the parent regarding whether their child rides a bus during 

times of inclement weather.  Should a parent feel that their area of a bus route is unacceptable, 

then they are free to decide not to place their child on the bus.  We would ask that should the 

parent make such a decision, that they contact our Bus Shop at 532-7734 so that the driver is 

made aware of the road conditions in your area and the change in the route. 

In addition to the above process, Peace Wapiti School Division #76 buses will not be stopping to 

pick up students on primary or secondary highways when weather conditions such as heavy fog 

have created a situation of limited or no visibility.  The decision not to stop will be left to the 

driver’s discretion. Should the bus driver decide not to stop parents will be notified via phone 

that the bus will not be picking up students that morning.  Parents are encouraged to phone their 

bus driver or the Transportation Department (532-7734) if they feel weather conditions have 

made their stop dangerous. 

For bus cancellations due to inclement weather or temperature, Peace Wapiti School Division is 

now divided into 5 zones based on High School attendance areas. All buses associated with a 

High School attendance area would be cancelled at the same time. One or all of the zones could 

be cancelled at any one time. Parents would need to know which High School their Elementary 

School is associated with in order to know if the buses in their area are cancelled. Example. 

Beaverlodge High School attendance area would include Wembley Schools, Elmworth School, 

and Hythe School. Please check the inclement weather policy on the Peace Wapiti School 

Division website for a list of High School attendance areas and their associated schools. 

Cancellations will be announced on the local radio stations. 

According to the American National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, school buses are 

nearly 8 times safer than passenger vehicles.  Our school buses are constructed far stronger than 

a family passenger vehicle and are driven by professional drivers, often with years of experience.  

They are the safest way to get a child to school; please work with us to keep them that way. 
 


